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C ruise Report  

Ice Breaker 
January 27th 

 

“ICEBREAKER” BRUNCH DRAWS A CROWD 
 

The traditional RHYC “Icebreaker” Brunch took place 
once again on the shores of Lake Union at McCormick & 
Schmick’s. Over 80 members and guests attended,     
enjoying a chance to renew acquaintances and to begin 
planning new boating adventures for 2008. 
 

Highlights of the event included a number of sea       
shanties sung by the Olympia group “Rattlin’ Bog.” In 
addition, Gina, offered a preview of possible new logo 
items from our ship’s store, and tantalized everyone 
with an “out with the old, in with the new” sale. 
 

Attendees included: Dan Ahrendt & Mary Weiler, Ed 
& Misti Allison, George & Nancy Austin, Ray & Sue 
Biggs, Larry & Kathy Briney, Jim & Margaret Cannon, 
Pete & Pat Clarke, Denese Day, Glen & Liz Dodge, Steve 
& Sandra Driscoll, Ted & Shirley Elder, Gil & Diane 
Fetzner, Richard & Sharla Freese, Phil & Debbi Freund, 
Warren & Inge Geri, Jack & Therese Gordon, Mike & 
Gloria Grant with guests,  Ken Hammerquist, Dick & 
Marilyn Hampton, Harry & Teri Johnson, Jim & Marcia 
Krell, Jeff & Angie Kroeller, Bob & Verna Maruska, Jim 
& Cheryl Matheson, Paul Meshke & Charlotte Bertsch, 
Neil & Noreen Millen, Tom & Chris Miner, Ralph     
Newell & Lois Timmons, Thom Permenter & Dione 
Murray, Tony & Evelyn Piwowarski, Dave Reith, Phil & 
Anne Marie Reunert with guests, Ty Rice & Marlene 
Wallace, Dale & Mark, Lisa Schwerer, Byron and Gina 

Steenerson, Doug & Gail Stewart, Bob & Jan Stewart, Bob 
& Maidie Strellman, and Don & Carolyn Whatmore 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of 
this event! 
 

Mike and Gloria Grant, and Kathy Briney 
Cruise Captains  
 

C ommodore Report  
 
 

Our first Cruise of the Season is behind us and according 
to all accounts, it was a Great Success. The Live Enter-
tainment was a nice touch along with the "Goodie Bags" 
for all attendees. Thanks Bob and Cruise Team for     
getting us off to a Good Start. Gina brought along the 
"Ships Store" with Super Deals on last years Inventory. It 
appeared that we filled the room with a very good    
turnout. 
 

Your new Board of Trustees has met, each one with new 
duties this year, and is adjusting well and working    
diligently to insure a successful year ahead. The Board is 
Capitalizing on the positives of the past and refining for 
the Future, moving the Club in the right direction to 
benefit our members and advance the Popularity and 
Reputation of the Roche Harbor Yacht Club.  
 

We thank our "Fleet Captain"  Bob Maruska for his  
Dedication and working with his Cruise Captains      
creating good results. Bob needs the Support from you 
members who have not volunteered to help out on a 
Cruise Team in the last couple years. Please talk to your 
Club friends and gather up a Team for a Cruise and then 
let Bob know that you feel the desire and Obligation to 
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help him out. You will receive much Pride and Kudos 
for your Service to the Club. 
 

We owe a debt of Gratitude to those of you who have 
helped with a Club Cruise, along with the many of you 
who have worked behind the scenes on the many tasks 
that are essential for the Club operations. 
 

See you at the Sweetheart Cruise.   
 

Don Whatmore 
Commodore 
 
 

V ice Commodore Report   
 
 

Our thriving club continues to attract interest, as 
witnessed by our waitlist of 33 potential          
members. We are keenly awaiting the                   
determination of how many did not renew their 
membership so that we can move forward those 
who have been so patient on our waiting list.  
However it will be a month longer before we will 
have that input. In the meantime, I encourage our 
waitlist members to join as many of our club func-
tions as possible. They will find announcements of 
our monthly club events/cruises in the monthly 
Anchor Watch. Come join us- you will find a warm 
welcome.  Sponsors, Seconders- don’t hesitate to 
encourage the good folks you have put forward for 
membership to come to our events!  We look for-
ward to getting to know them. 
  

Your Bridge is most mindful of our members’ 
opinion that one of the most attractive features of 
RHYC is its carefully managed size.  Our surveys 
continue to indicate that the modest size of the club 
is appreciated because members get to know other 
people fairly easily. So be assured we will continue 
that policy for the foreseeable future. 
  

Having looked at our cost of burgees and the work 
involved in making them available to our esteemed 
members, I think we can do a little better on our 
pricing.  So the current cost for new burgees is  
Dinghy size- $15; Medium- $25; Large- $35.  In  
addition I will be pleased to provide new name 
tags to members when they lose one, or have a new 
boat name. Here the standard pricing is a little 
more difficult. If we have a large order, say 8 or 
more, we can provide the tags for about $10 
apiece. However for a small run (as when I        
recently ordered three), I found the total cost about 

$18 apiece. Yes, Angie and Liz and Glen, I will be 
dunning you for another $6 to cover the               
differential. So be aware- if you are in a hurry for 
your nametags and I don’t have others to order at 
the same time, the cost will be significantly more 
than when I can accumulate enough to get a    
quantity discount.. 
 

Steve Driscoll 
Vice Commodore 
 
 

R ear Commodore Report   
 
 

As I stated in the last AW, reciprocal letters are 
going out to solidify agreements for the coming 
cruising season. If any one has a location they wish 
to be investigated for reciprocal opportunities,  
please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me. 
 

As reciprocal offers trickle in from other clubs,        
I will work with Ken Hammerquist to have them 
updated on the website. 
 

Let me also ask once again that all members be  
diligent in understanding the Handbook as it    
pertains to the use of our outstations. Remember 
also that it is critical to use the sign in sheets when 
using an outstation so that the board can clearly 
evaluate and report the value to the membership. 
 

A big thank you goes out to our cruise captains for 
the Icebreaker, which lived up to its name this year 
since the furnace was not working. Not to worry 
though as it was a very enjoyable event. 
 

See you in March for the first on the water cruise of 
2008! 
 

Jeff Kroeller  
Rear Commodore 
 
 

S ecretary Report  
 
 

It’s a busy time of year for the Club Officers. Each 
is settling into their new roles and duties. Gary is 
busy collecting dues, and sending out reminders,  
Jeff readying our outstations, and confirming our 
reciprocal agreements for 2008, Steve reviewing 
membership numbers and documents, Bob has 
been  making calls and taping shoulders looking 
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for Cruise Captains for 2008, I’ve been trying to 
keep track of the club correspondence, minutes and 
encouraging everyone to submit articles and     
photos for the website and Anchor Watch, and 
Don is making sure that we all are ‘on deck’ and 
working.  
 

As the 2008 cruising season approaches I ask each 
of you to think about contributing stories, news, 
tidbits, and photos for the Anchor Watch this year.  
I know you take your camera’s on cruises and I 
know you take photos, and just about everyone of 
you has some tidbit of knowledge about boating 
that you could share with the rest of us, so how 
about submitting something for the Anchor Watch. 
The more member input the better and more     
informative the newsletter.   
 

Also please remember throughout the year to let 
me know about changes in your life, from new 
phone numbers to new houses or boats, special 
birthdays or anniversaries, etc…    
 

See you at the Sweetheart Brunch and then at the 
March events.   
 

Liz Dodge 
Secretary  
 
 

T reasurer Report  
 
 

Jeff Kroeller told me the Treasurers job would be 
half done when Dues Collections were over.            
I hope so. 
 

The Bridge has been very helpful. Also all of      
you have been great. I haven’t had to garnishee        
anyone’s wages yet. A lot of you have thanked me 
and the Bridge for their efforts for the club. I guess 
that is a good sign when the “revenue agents” are 
thanked. 
 

There are still about 30 Members/Seniors/
Associates who have yet to re up. Liz… she is    
invaluable…just emailed/mailed letters to those 
30.  If you got the email and think you paid, tell 
me. The Commodore of the Heavens told me I can 
and will make mistakes. 
 

IF YOU WILL NOT BE RETURNING, please let us 
know also so we can stop bothering you. 
 

My list of “lost” and “AWOL” 2007 Members will 

go to the Bridge at the end of February indicating 
“Unknown Status for 2008”. So far, no mail has 
been returned as “No Known Forwarding          
Address”, so we think all Members got their Dues 
reminder. 
 

Once again, my humble thanks to all of you. You 
are making my job as your Treasurer fun and    
rewarding. 
 

Remember, I can be reached at: 
Gary Cummings 
RHYC Keeper of the Cash 
3005 Webster Point NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 

gary.m.cummings@comcast.net  Cell: 206 948 3031 
 

Gary Cummings 
Treasurer 
 
 

F leet Captain Report  
 
 

The Ice Breaker was extra special this year and 
what a great job by our cruise captains Gloria and 
Mike Grant and Kathy and Larry Briney. This was 
an excellent opportunity for newer members to 
team up with club veterans in leading an event.  
Many thanks from our club members for all your 
hard work. With approximately eighty members in 
attendance it was a good chance to renew our 
friendships and share the happenings of the      
holiday season. We even experienced some of that 
northwest winter boating experience with a chill in 
the room (air) and the sun (well sorta) in our face.   
 

Hope you all had an opportunity to make the 
rounds at the boat show and find that can’t live 
without item for the upcoming cruising season.  I 
know I did and am now faced with yet another 
boat project on my list. It was good to see so many 
club members at both events enjoying the sights 
and talking boats. 
 

With the ice thoroughly broken, it is time to think 
about our special loved one. Chris and Tom Miner 
have a great Sweetheart Brunch planned for      
Sunday February 17th at Ivar’s Salmon House on 
Lake Union. I understand that there will be a wide 
variety of delicious dishes for us to choose from.  
Tom has promised great weather and a very fun 
event.  Please make your reservation to attend this 
wonderful event.  
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March is just around the corner and we have our 
first on water cruise to Port Orchard on March 7-9th 
followed by a slip and slide (ski) Penguin Event at 
Snoqualmie Pass on March 22nd. We still need 
cruise captain help for the Port Orchard cruise and 
I will gladly accept any volunteers. In the mean 
time Verna and I will take the lead and start     
sampling the green beer and Irish stew! 
 

Many thanks to those club members that have   
volunteered to be cruise captains and assistants 
this year. We still have several cruises that need 
teams so I will be sending emails, making calls, 
begging, pleading, and anything else I can think of 
to recruit new volunteers. Please choose to be an 
active contributor to the clubs success and          
volunteer to be a member of a cruise team.  It’s a 
fun and rewarding experience so please contact me 
and volunteer.   
 

Bob Maruska 
Fleet Captain   
 
 

S hips Store 
 
 
 

Wow! What a close-out sale we had at                 
Icebreaker!   If you weren't there, you missed out.   
I have just ordered a lot of new items, so there will 
be more for you to look at.  Also, we are now     
carrying boat mats, with the RHYC burgee and 
your boat name on it.  I will have the boat mats at 
the Sweetheart Brunch for all who ordered, and 
will have order forms for everyone else who might 
want one!  I am looking forward to a great year 
with the Ship Store, so save up and be ready to 
buy. Thanks. 
 

Gina Steenerson   
Store Keeper 
gsteenerson@comcast.net 
 
 

D ock Talk 
 
 

 
Hey, what’s that burning smell and where are 
those sparks coming from? It’s not the popcorn 
maker, I’m sure I unplugged it. Honey, the lights 
just went off! Don’t worry; it’s probably just the 
breaker. I’ll fix it in a minute. Hmm, all the     

breakers look fine, I guess I’ll get the flashlight out 
and check to power cord. Has something like this 
ever happened to you? 
 

Well winter is a time when our power cords are 
typically connected for long periods of time and 
we don’t realize that they may become overheated 
due to extra electrical loads and corrosion sets in 
making the connection less able to carry the 
needed electricity.  It’s a good idea to check the 
condition of your shore power at lease once a 
month to ensure it is in good working condition. 
 

First make sure that you shut off the shore power 
breaker at the dock receptacle or at your vessels 
main distributional panel. Take you hand and grab 
each of the connectors to see if they are hot to the 
touch.  If they are, you may be overloading the 
cord or the connection is not making good contact.    
Remove the shore power cord from each            
connection and make a visual check.  If the prongs 
are not clean metal (either copper, or plated       
copper) you should clean them with a stiff brush 
(brass preferred) or abrasive to remove the           
corrosion. 
 

Look at the other end of the connection to see if 
there is any evidence of burning or melted plastic 
that indicates a poor connection.  If there is        
evidence of burned or melted material, replace it 
immediately.  Remember, the worse the connection 
is between the copper connectors, the more heat is 
generated by the electricity moving through it.  
Once you are satisfied that both ends of the       
connection (vessel and dock) are clean and sound, 
reconnect the shore power cord (marine rated to 
match your vessels power needs) and turn the 
main breakers back on. Oh ya, make sure you give 
the cord that twist to lock it in place and if there is 
a retaining ring to hold the connection together, 
use it. One last tip, make sure that there is          
sufficient slack in the shore power cord to           
accommodate vessel movement around the dock.  
Be safe, be warm and enjoy that popcorn! 
 

Thanks to Bob Maruska for this tip/article. 
 

Submit an article and share some of your vast 
knowledge and experience with the rest of us.  
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S unshine 
 
 
 

Again we’ve had no reports of anyone in ‘sick bay’ 
this month. So, if you have been ‘under the 
weather’ please get better soon. Likewise we’ve 
had no reports of any ‘milestones’. So, if you’ve 
had one that has gone unnoticed or unannounced 
Congratulations. 
 
 

G alley Gourmet  
  
 

OREGON BLUE CHEESE CRUMBLE 
Shirley Elder 

 

8 oz. crumbled Blue Cheese (other crumbled cheese 
could be substituted) 
2 cloves garlic (minced) 
1/3 cup olive oil 
2 Tbl. red wine vinegar 
1 Tbl. lemon juice 
½  cup chopped red or green onion 
½ cup minced parsley 
Freshly ground pepper 
 

Sprinkle cheese into a shallow 6-8 inch dish 
Mix together garlic and olive oil and drizzle over 
cheese. 
Combine remaining ingredients (less pepper) and 
pour over cheese.  
Refrigerate for at least one hour or overnight.  
Liberally grind pepper on top just before serving.  
 

Best served with Pita chips or toasted baguette 
slices. 
 

Our Cookbook is simmering!   
Submit your favorite recipes.  
Appetizers, soups, salads, desserts, 
cocktails, main courses, you name it. 
Send recipes to Angie at  Kroeller@verizon.net or  
309 119th Dr. SE, Lake Stevens,  WA 98258.      
 

Angie Kroeller 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M arine Classifieds  
 
 

For Sale  
Bimini—nearly new condition for 
3988 Bayliner, canvas and SS bows.  
 

Kayak—New two person inflatable. 
For either contact Kim Nordberg at 
kimnordberg@msn.com or 253 973 8373  

 
50’ premier Edmonds outside moorage.  
Available for 6 month sublease, April - 
October.  Easy access slip,  fish right 
from your deck, enjoy the sunset and 
view of Kingston.  Contact – Mike 
O’Brien  206-914-1563, 425-774-1563. 

 
 

38’ Bayliner 1988 
Too many bells and whistles to list here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If interested contact Glen Dodge at  
206-396-3960 or dodger@ix.netcom.com 

 
Have something marine related items sitting 
around collecting dust? Submit them for our      
marine classifieds and help them find a new home. 
 

P hoto of the Month    
 

No submittal this month.  Come on—Send 
your photo of the month submission to secre-
tary@RHYC.org. We’ll select a special one for AW 
publication each month.    
 
Remember to send your cruise photos to our photo 
gallery team at  Photos@RHYC.org  

 

The photos are coming in slowly but we know 
many of you are out there taking pictures.        
Send them in so we can all see remember all the 
fun we had. 
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2008 Cruise Schedule 

Date 

 

Location 

 

Activity 

 

Cruise Captains 

 

February Ivars Salmon House Sweetheart Brunch Miner 

17  Lake Union, Seattle     

March Port Orchard St. Patrick's Day Maruska 

7 - 9   Cruise 
  

March Snoqualmie Pass Penguin Event Dodge, Miner, Rice, Day 

22   (Snow Play Day)   

April Poulsbo Business Meeting Selfridge, J. Gordon, Reunert 
18 - 20   Cruise  

May Montlake Cut Opening Day Boating Leonard 

3 Lake Washington Parade   

May Pleasant Harbor Memorial Day T Lewis, Freese 

23 - 26   Cruise   

June Gig Harbor Summer Solstice Day, S. Gordon, French 

20 - 22   Cruise   

July Quartermaster Harbor 4th of July Need Cruise Team 

4 - 6   Wagon Wheel   

Aug Roche Harbor Colors Cruise Need Cruise Team 
1 - 3      Asst. Meshke 

Aug - Sept Longbranch Labor Day Freund  

29 - 1   Wagon Wheel  Need Asst’s 

October Tacoma To be Announce but Fun Steenerson, Millen 

4 - 5  Dockstreet Marina     

November SYC  Commodore's Ball Whatmore 

1   Change of Bridge   

Roche Harbor Yacht Club 

   2008 / 2009 Cruise Schedule 

November Elliott Bay Marina (SYC) Apple Cup Collier and Loshe 
22 
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Sweetheart Brunch 2008 
Sunday  

February 17th 
 

9:30 to noon 
Ivar’s Salmon House on Lake Union 

$30.00 per person 
 

All you can eat Breakfast Buffet - 54 items 
 

Cruise Captains  -  Tom & Chris Miner 
253 255 7930   skipatroltom@yahoo.com 

 Penguin Event  
March 22nd Snow Play Day  

on Snoqualmie Pass 
 

Something Different - 
A day of Skiing - Nordic or Alpine  

(Skiing or Snowboarding), or Inner Tubing 
Followed by dinner  

  
If you are interested please contact 

Liz Dodge at dodger@ix.netcom.com or 206-525-8946 
Express your interest, desires, questions. 

 
Plans will be based on the interest  of the attendees. 
Specific information will be sent to those attending. 

Sign up to get on the event mailing list. 
 

It will be fun!  Let’s ‘cruise’ down the frozen water. 
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March 7March 7March 7March 7----9 in Port Orchard 9 in Port Orchard 9 in Port Orchard 9 in Port Orchard     

       It’s our first water based cruise of 2008 
    
    

Cruise CaptainsCruise CaptainsCruise CaptainsCruise Captains————Bob and Verna Maruska Bob and Verna Maruska Bob and Verna Maruska Bob and Verna Maruska     
    

It will be a low key fun weekend.It will be a low key fun weekend.It will be a low key fun weekend.It will be a low key fun weekend.    
Irish food , good friends Irish food , good friends Irish food , good friends Irish food , good friends     
and boats on the water.and boats on the water.and boats on the water.and boats on the water.    

    

Friday Friday Friday Friday ---- Hors d’Oeuvres  Hors d’Oeuvres  Hors d’Oeuvres  Hors d’Oeuvres ---- potluck  potluck  potluck  potluck     
Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday ----An Irish stew dinner An Irish stew dinner An Irish stew dinner An Irish stew dinner     
Wine tasting Event (Optional)Wine tasting Event (Optional)Wine tasting Event (Optional)Wine tasting Event (Optional)    
Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday ---- Continental Breakfast Continental Breakfast Continental Breakfast Continental Breakfast    

    

Reservations: bmaruska@msn.com or   Reservations: bmaruska@msn.com or   Reservations: bmaruska@msn.com or   Reservations: bmaruska@msn.com or       
425425425425----821821821821----7020702070207020    

    
Cost: $20/person, send checks toCost: $20/person, send checks toCost: $20/person, send checks toCost: $20/person, send checks to    

Bob Maruska Bob Maruska Bob Maruska Bob Maruska     
12401 95th Ave. NE12401 95th Ave. NE12401 95th Ave. NE12401 95th Ave. NE    

Kirkland, WA  98034Kirkland, WA  98034Kirkland, WA  98034Kirkland, WA  98034    
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SAVE THIS DATE 
April 18-20, 2008 

RHYC Annual Business Meeting 

 

Tentative Schedule 
 

Friday - Arrival of the Fleet and Social Gathering  
Saturday - 1pm Business Meeting 
       Dinner 
Sunday - Continental Breakfast 

Cruise Fees  - 
To Be  

Announced 

EARLY RESERVATIONS 
 
Call OR E-Mail with basic information.   

• Your Name  
• The number of people attending the cruise 
• Moorage Needs - Boat Name, length and beam, and 

date of arrival  
 

More information and Fee collection will be  
handled later by the cruise team. 

Cruise Captains:   Selfridge, J. Gordon, Reunert 
 

 Reservations  - George  (541) 387-3424  mscorgeo@aol.com  
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Feb 17 

Sweetheart Brunch 
North Lake Union 

 

Mar 7-9 

Fun in  
Port Orchard 

 
Mar 22 

Penguin - Snow Play Day 
Snoqualmie Pass 

 
April 18-20 

Business Meeting 
Poulsbo 

Commodore 
Don Whatmore ………………………………………..….….206-725-4805 

 
Vice Commodore / Membership Chairman 

Steve Driscoll............................................................................425-638-0142 
 

Rear Commodore / Outstations & Reciprocals 
Jeff Kroeller…...........................................................................206-450-3523 
 

Secretary / Anchor Watch Editor 
Liz Dodge……..........................................................................206-525-8946 

 
Treasurer 

Gary Cummings…..................................................................206-522-5551 
 

Fleet Captain 
Bob Maruska............…………………………………………425-821-7020 

 
Past Commodore / Trustee 

Jim Matheson …………………………………………..…….425-271-4989 

Anchor Watch Editor  editor@rhyc.org 
Visit our website www.rhyc.org 

Webmasters: Ken and Julie Hammerquist 

P.O. Box 94426  Seattle, WA  98124 

 


