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Opening Day 2010 Cruise Report 
 
The fleet began to arrive on Wednesday April 28.   We 
were in the line of boats on the south side of the Cut.  
Six boats came on the 28th.  More craft arrived on 
Thursday.  Ultimately there were 15 boats.  We were 
forced into two locations due to the fact that so many 
others arrived early this year.  The festivities on Satur-
day May 1 were wonderful with the Huskies winning 
the Windermere Cup against Syracuse and Oxford.   
Attendees were Tom Miner with guests Becky and Mike 
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Shawn Dodge and Sonya Lindeman and Dave and San-
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Orr with guests Rocco and Merv Hanna and Tom 
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Thomas with guests Alicia Thomas, Joren Duncan, Ron 
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Eric, Megan, Oliver and Sofie Mehlum. 
As we relaxed on the cut during the parade we saw our 
RHYC Bridge go by on ���������	
 .  Fantastic Sa-
lutes from the Bridge!  We are already looking forward 
to this event next year.  The Cut filled up early this year 
and many spaces were full by dark on Wednesday.  We 
were able to shoehorn 9 boats together and six were 
together about 8 boats to the east.  Thanks to all for their 
help with anchoring and making the event safe for all. 
 
Your Cruise Team 
 Dave and Mary Mehlum 
 Dave and Linda Leonard 
 
 
 
 Memorial Day Cruise Report 
 

Really want to thank those that helped me on this cruise 
to make it a great success.  We have a great set of 
friends in this club.  Appreciate you all!! 



2 

 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who so generously 
contributed. 
 

The Longbranch Cruise for Memorial Day was attended 
by approximately 79 people and 32 boats. We started 
off the weekend with cloudy skies on Friday the 28th 
that turned very nice for Saturday and Sunday.  Much 
better than up north as we saw sunny skies.  The at-
tendees included:  John & Candice Brooks, Bill Caugh-
lin & Suzanne Isaksen, guests of Tussy, Nat & Linda 
Collier, guests Jacob Collier, and Richard Selfridge, 
Don & Val Cotey, Gary/Shirley Cummings, Glen & Liz 
Dodge, Steven & Sandra Driscoll, Gil & Diane Fetzner, 
Phil & Debi Freund, Jack & Therese Gordon, J & Peg 
Grady, Don & Jane Janus, Harry & Terri Johnson , Ron 
& Candy Johnson, guest grandson Stephan, Peter & 
Linda Jung, Jeff & Angie Kroeller, Jim & Cheryl 
Matheson, Doug McLeod, published applicant, Dave & 
Mary Mehlum , guests daughter Kristen, and grand-
daughters Carmon and Chloe, Neil & Noreen Millen, 
Thomas & Chris Miner, Bill Moffet & Nicki Marsh, 
Kim & Mark Nance, Robert & Janey Rath, Dave & An-
drea Reith, Ty Rice & Marlene Wallace, David & Janet 
Robinson, Fran & Jeff Sharp, Ken Spiker & Cindy 
Slieghter, Byron & Gina Steenerson, Bob Stewart  & 
Glenn Stewart, Doug & Gail Stewart, Willard & Diane 
Thomas, Karl & Gemma Tussy, Don & Carolyn What-
more, Roger Ufkes & Jane McKee 
 

Longbranch is a great place to visit, relax and 
dance.  Some members voyaged out early and met up in 
Gig Harbor on Thursday.  We had close to 1/3 mile of 
boats in length attend this event.  (Cool statistic) Ok I 
am a geek.  :-) 
 

On Friday, we met up and started setting up the wheel. 
We then relaxed and met up on Host boats around 
6:30PM.  Thank you again to Don & Carolyn What-
more, Ken Spiker & Cindy Sleighter, Bill & Kim 
Nance, Glen & Liz Dodge, Jim & Cheryl Matheson, 
Doug & Gail Stewart, Nat & Linda Collier and Neil & 
Noreen Millen for being Host Boats for Hors d'oeu-
vres.  It was a fun time fixing it up and getting to know 
folks better. 
 
On Saturday, we started off the day relaxing and visit-
ing on each other’s boats.  Around 3:00PM we picked 
up the owner and crew for our dinner catered by A2 
Cajun Café out of Olympia, Washington.  They pre-
pared a fresh Cajun Dinner that was right out of Louisi-
ana.  They did a great job of cooking it up and serving 
as quickly as possible.  It took about 30 minutes to serve 
almost 80 people with Jambalaya, Hushpuppies, Red 
Beans and Rice, and Bread pudding.  This was really 
good and got feedback as one of the best catering to 
date for a wagon wheel cruise.  We had plenty of lefto-
vers as the servings were very generous.  Noreen while 
we were preparing dinner organized getting tickets and 
transportation to the Longbranch dance.  Folks left 
around 8:00PM and had a great time.  It was one of the 
best bands to date with great singers.  Need to chalk this 
one up as one of the best dances in Longbranch to date. 

On Sunday, we all woke up to the wonderful smell of 
coffee, mimosas, Bloody Marys and of course the won-
derful Breakfast burritos.  They were very tasty!!  Folks 
then took their auction items over to Millenia and pre-
viewed the items before the 2:00PM auction.  Folks also 
relaxed, visited and watched the Indy 500.  At auction 
time, we all had a ball spending money getting our fa-
vorite items.  Appreciate Neil and Noreen making it fun 
with the jokes as auctioneers.  After more relaxation and 
visiting we then went on a dingy cruise led by Jim 
Matheson.  As we were on the cruise cannons were fired 
from shore that made it a hoot, but not for the poor dog-
gies.  We then settled in and relaxed.  
On Monday morning the wagon wheel broke up and 
folks headed home.  On the way home we had showers 
that then turned into beautiful sunshine.  What a lovely 
way to end the weekend.   
Again, appreciate everyone making it!! 
 

Karl and Gemma Tussy 
Cruise Captains��
�
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It was a proud day repre-
senting the club at the 
Opening Day ceremony and 
festivities. Although a little 
on the chilly side, the 
weather held and we stayed 
dry most of the day. Not 
enough rain to dampen the spirit of the day 
or the strong turn out of RHYC faithful on the boom to 
whoop and holler. It is truly one of my favorite days of 
the year. 
 
The Longbranch wagon wheel was not so dry but sure 
was a fun time. Thank you very much to Karl Tussy and 
his crew for doing a great job. Thanks also to wheel 
masters Glen Dodge and Tom Miner for making sure 
we were 
comfortable and safe. 
 
With summer almost in full swing, cruising activity will 
heat up as will the use of the clubs Outstations. I ask 
that all members please understand clearly, the rules and 
conduct for their use. If you have questions, please refer 
to the member 
handbook or contact Rear Commodore Noreen Millen. 
Additionally, if you do encounter a problem or see a 
maintenance/repair issue with an Outstation, please con-
tact Noreen immediately so that the board may take 
corrective action.  
The Outstations are a wonderful benefit to members and 
tracking their use is paramount. So please sign in when 
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using an Outstation so that we are able to collect accu-
rate data. And above all, be courteous and respectful to 
your fellow 
members.  
 
See you at Bell Harbor 
 
Jeff Kroeller 
Commodore 
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Cruising season is here!!!!   
The Labor Day cruise was 
full of weather, fun, and ac-
tivities. 
 
The Screw up award makes a 
move --- Nat started things 
off by presenting it to Dave Reith for trying to float a 
cell phone, then to Mr. Whatmore for being ‘Smokey 
Joe dinghy master’, then to Tom Miner for forgetting to 
untie his mid ship line before pulling out of the slip in 
Poulsbo, then to Kenny Spiker for misplacing his dinghy 
outside of the wheel in Longbranch.  And all of those 
were accomplished in the months of April and May.  It 
could be a long summer, so watch out we are watching. 
J 
Applicants wanted 
Keep your eyes open for new applicants?  The future of 
our club is in our hands today.  Like in every organiza-
tion there is a certain amount of attrition every year, 
ours is about 10%.   
Our wait list has plenty of room to grow right now. Next 
fall we will need applicants in the works going into 
2011.  So we all need to be thinking about who we know 
that might like to join and be an asset to this club.  A 
well diversified club in age and backgrounds makes the 
club fun and special.  Applications are available on the 
website, or contact me at vicecommodore@rhyc.org and 
I’ll send you one.   
 
Burgee sales 
It’s spring cleaning time …. So how does your burgee 
look?   Tattered, Faded, Torn?  Maybe it’s time to re-
place it with a crisp new one, so you can be proud to fly 
the RHYC colors.  See me on an upcoming cruise and 
I’ll fix you up with a new one.  The standard size is only 
$25.  Large ones are $35, and Dinghy sized is $15.   

 
Name Badges - If you ordered in January or February I 
have your badge and will carry it to cruises until we 
meet up or make other delivery arrangements.   
 
Cruises for 2011 – Our 2011 Fleet Captain Dave 
Mehlum is currently looking for members to be our 
Cruise Captains for our 2011 cruises.  Please contact 

Dave at d-mmehlum@comcast.net to get signed up to 
lead a cruise (or to be part of a cruise team). Dave at d-
mmehlum@comcast.net to get signed up to lead a cruise 
(or to be part of a cruise team).  
 
Any questions, regarding any of the above, please con-
tact me at:  vicecommodore@rhyc.org 
 
Looking forward to cruising season 2010. 
 
  
Liz Dodge 
Vice Commodore 
�
�
�
�
�
�

� ������	��	�	������	�
���
�
�

�
�

Thank-you to Karl & Gem-
ma Tussy & their team for a 
fun filled Memorial Week-
end.  Glen Dodge & Tom 
Miner did an excellent job 
of setting up and breaking 
down the wheel.  The dance 
on Saturday night was the best ever!!!  I only wish we 
would have had less of that liquid sunshine. 
 
We have added The South Sound Sailing Society to our 
reciprocal list.  Their offering is located at the city of 
Olympia’s Percival Landing on a space available basis.  
Percival Landing is located at the head of Budd Inlet 
south of the Port’s marine terminals.  Reciprocal moor-
age is available for 48 hours, once a month.  Additional 
information can be found on our web site under recipro-
cals. 
 
Thank you to Tom Miner for updating the book and sign
-up sheets at Dock Street.  I also have a lieutenant to 
help me out at Roche Harbor.  Skip Hanson has agreed 
to help at the Roche Harbor Outstation.  His slip is H-4 
and he will be available to answer any questions you 
may have.  If you have any problems he can report them 
to me for resolution.  I am looking for someone to up-
date the book at Lopez Island.  If you are planning to 
stop there in the near future please let me know.  I do 
not plan to visit Lopez until August. 
 
As always please inform me of any problems you are 
encountering with either the outstations or reciprocals.  
Have a wonderful cruising season. 
 
Noreen Millen 
Rear Commodore 
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Weather would have to be 
the topic of the day for our 
last two cruises.  Opening 
day was cold, windy and 
wet.  Despite the weather 
those of us who braved the 
elements had a good time, 
and the weather gods gave us an OK day for the actual 
parade.  But then the wind and rain came and Sunday 
was a bit lumpy going home.   
Not to be outdone, our intrepid weather forecasters 
could not make up their minds for Memorial Day.  Eve-
ry day leading up to the holiday weekend the forecast 
kept changing, and not in our favor.  A small group of 
club members headed out on Thursday and met up in 
Gig Harbor.  I counted 8 boats total that ventured out on 
Thursday which was probably the nicest day of the 
weekend for cruising.  Next morning we got an early 
start to get out of the harbor before the minus 2.5 tide 
made the entrance too shallow.  Karl managed to get 
away from the dock with only a foot of water remaining 
under his boat.   
We bucked the tide but the wind (30MPH) and tide were 
running the same direction so it was a relatively flat-
water run down if you got thru the narrows before 
noon.  For those that came later the ride was quite a bit 
different, definitely not better different.   
We managed to set the wheel up despite the blustery wet 
and cool conditions thanks to Glen Dodge and Jim 
Matheson.  Karl and his cruise team put on a fun 
cruise.  Friday after getting the wheel secured, people 
headed out for appetizers on board host boats.  Saturday 
included a bumpy dinghy cruise to Zittle’s Marina for 
fuel and ice cream.  Dinner was a Louisiana Cajun din-
ner by an Olympia Caterer. 
A wagon wheel is not complete without the obligatory 
Dinghy parade with Jim Matheson towing about 20 
some dinghies around the harbor The Parade drew can-
non fire from the locals, not sure if it was in appreciation 
or in anger, but they missed.   
Despite the poor weather it was a fun weekend, and let’s 
hope the poor weather is a thing of the past as we look 
forward to the rest of the summer.  Next up is Bell Har-
bor June 11-13, followed by our July 3 wagon wheel at 
Poulsbo.  Rumor has it that there may not be any fire-
works but I am doing some checking to verify if there is 
any validity to the rumor.   
 
Tom Miner 
Fleet Captain 
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Starting with the most recent 
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Karl and Gemma Tussy and 
their team for a well orches-
trated wagon wheel at Long-
branch.  Unfortunately, due 
to business demands, we had 
to leave Sunday morning.  By all reports everybody had 
a good time.  If you have not had a Bloody Mary created 
by Diane Thomas, you have not had a Blood Mary!  
 
I want to share a glimpse of your clubs’ representation 
during the Opening Day festivities.   As is customary, 
Flag Officers of participating yacht clubs pass in review, 
and offer a salute acknowledging the hosting Seattle 
Yacht Club Flag Officers standing on the stern of a boat 
at the East end of the Montlake Cut.  The RHYC Bridge 
Officers and some Past Commodores, along with their 
better-halves, assemble on one of the larger boats in our 
club to participate.  Once again this year Past Commo-
dore Nat and Linda Collier provided their lovely vessel 
Reflections to carry those assembled.    
  
Most of you have likely seen this, and/or have heard the 
compliments your RHYC officers have received over 
the years.  Our ‘unofficial club historian’, Past Commo-
dore Ed Allison, tells me that for many years the cover 
of the SYC program for Opening Day weekend has fea-
tured a picture of our RHYC representatives passing in 
review.  That is a very nice tribute. 
  
After several procedural practices, led by Linda Collier, 
it was our turn to acknowledge the SYC officers as we 
approached their yacht.  On Linda’s commands we came 
to ‘Attention’ and ‘Present Arms’.  This salute was held 
as we passed all of the SYC yachts.  What happened as 
we did so was truly an honor.  At least two of us noticed 
someone moving quickly through the salon of a large 
SYC yacht and emerging onto the aft cockpit.  The gen-
tleman was an Army colonel in his dress blue uniform.  
He proceeded to cup his hands and call out to us, “Nice 
salute guys!”  As if 43 years had not elapsed, Specialist 
4 (Army, E-4) Rice replied resoundingly, “Thank you 
sir!".  Even in a draftee pride runs deep.  Thank you for 
allowing me the honor of being your Secretary.   
 
Ty Rice 
Secretary 
 
 
�
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Our 2010 cruises are finan-
cially on track so far. Thanks 
so much to the Cruise Cap-
tains, cruise teams and of 
course all those that are at-
tending and supporting these 
fun events to help make them 
a success. Next cruise is a  
wagon wheel in LIBERTY BAY at Poulsbo from July 
2nd—4th. Your Cruise contact is KIM NANCE, please 
contact her with any questions. Knance1956 at msn.com 
or 206.579.1028 The Ships Store will have many NEW 
items for sale at the cruise. Be the first on your dock to 
sport the cool RHYC fashion gear. 
  
Phil Freund 
Treasurer 
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I am pleased to announce 
that Past Commodores Doug 
Stewart and Nat Collier have 
consented to serve on the 
Nominating Committee, 
chaired by yours truly.  It is 
our responsibility to put be-
fore the membership a slate of officers who will run 
your exceedingly fine club.  I encourage all members to 
think about people they think would be good candidates, 
and to pass on those suggestions to any of the three of us 
verbally or by email.  Your input will be appreciated and 
could be of great assistance in ensuring that the club 
administration continues to be in capable hands.  The 
time to do this is over the next two months, as the slate 
of officers needs to be announced in September’s An-
chor Watch.  It’s your club- we look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
Steve Driscoll 
Past Commodore/Trustee 
�
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Where are our burgees flying now???? 
 
Travel with RHYC members (via the web) on their 
northern adventures this summer.  Blogs have been es-
tablished by/at: 

     Patrick and Miriam Gill: 
http://www.spiritgill.blogspot.com/ 
 
     Jim and Cheryl Matheson: 
http://seajaygoesnorth-jmatheson.blogspot.com/ 
 
     Nat and Linda Collier:  
http://www.lindaandnat.com 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Bob Mihailov sent the picture below of his burgee cruis-
ing the upper reaches of the Grand Canyon.  The photo 
of his GPS showed his position to be: 
N 36.52.599’ 
W 111.31.226’ 
...and his elevation at 3,127 feet, +/- 77 ft. 

 
Bob clearly missed the turn to the San Juans.            
Thanks for the great picture Bob! 

 
~~~~~~~~~~ 
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RBAW   www.rbaw.org 
State Switching to Email Renewal Reminders for Boats 
 
OLYMPIA—Owners of boats and other registered wa-
tercraft in our state are encouraged to sign up to receive 
annual registration renewal reminders by email because 
paper renewal notices are being discontinued this year.  
 
Paper renewal notices for boats and other watercraft are 
being discontinued to save about $150,000 per year and 
to gain the environmental benefits of sending them elec-
tronically. 
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Signing up for email renewal reminders is fast and easy, 
and they provide a link to the DOL website that provides 
fee details and the necessary information to renew 
online. Renewing online can have new registration de-
cals ordered and on their way within minutes of receiv-
ing the reminder notice. 
 
Boat registrations also can be renewed in person, but the 
owner should make sure to note the registration number 
on the bow of the boat or watercraft and take that infor-
mation to a neighborhood vehicle licensing office. 
 
“Email renewal reminders are fast, inexpensive and have 
tremendous environmental benefits,” DOL Director Liz 
Luce said.  
 
The current owners of Washington’s 286,597 boats and 
watercraft will receive a postcard this year only letting 
them know that paper renewal notices are being discon-
tinued and offering the email alternative.  
 
Unlike vehicle registrations, boat and watercraft regis-
trations all expire on the same day every year—June 30. 
In addition to sending email renewal notices for boats 
each year, DOL will send an annual press release to help 
remind owners to renew their boat registrations and post 
reminders on the agency’s website, blog and Facebook 
page.  
 
DOL also offers email renewal reminders for cars and 
trucks, but paper renewal notices for those will continue 
to be sent unless owners choose to receive an email re-
minder. DOL hopes individuals signing up to receive an 
email renewal reminder for their boat also will take a 
moment and sign up to receive reminders for their vehi-
cles. 
 
“These cost savings are immediate and substantial,” 
Luce said. “Every time we send a boat or vehicle owner 
an email renewal notice instead of paper, the state saves 
55 cents.” 
 
Boat owners can sign up for email renewal notices 
through the agency’s website at dol.wa.gov, when re-
newing their boat online or at their neighborhood vehi-
cle licensing office. 
 
Skip a Trip  — Go Online. The Department of Licens-
ing has a wide variety of consumer services available 
online.  
 
Please visit our website at dol.wa.gov. 

� �������������������
�

Two fold down seats for dinghy or  fishing boat.  Made 
by Garelick paid $134.99 each asking $65.00 each.  On-
ly used one season.  Also bolt to floor steering station 

with cables, throttle and shifter.  $100 Call Jeff Kroeller 
(206) 450-3523  
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LOX AND CHIP HORDEVUERS 
Submitted by Val Cotey [via Angie Kroeller] 
 
Val doesn’t know that I am submitting 
this.  But since she  the recipe from a recent 
magazine publication I don’t think she’ll 
mind.  We loved this at Longbranch. 
 
Salt and pepper flavored kettle style potato 
chips  
Lox (she used Costco) 
Crème Fraiche or sour cream 
Lemon zest (strips of rind from the lemon 
without the white pith, sliced thinly) 
 
Pick out the best potato chips that are 
whole.  Top with a piece of the lox then a 
small dollop of Crème Fraiche and finish with 
a piece or two of lemon zest.   
The potato chip makes a great alternative to 
using crackers and adds a great flavor.  You 
could use smoked salmon, caviar, capers, pars-
ley, chives or just about anything...try out your 
creativity...bet you can’t eat just one!  
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Come Celebrate with us on our Red, White and Blue Cruise in 
Poulsbo!  Let’s float and celebrate the long weekend with fellow 
members! 
 

Friday, July 2nd - Varied Arrivals-free afternoon. Friday Evening - No 
Host Appetizers to share on all boats with a special hosted FIREWORKS 
PUNCH! 
 

Saturday, July 3rd– Morning – Continental Breakfast with Yogurts, 
Baked goodies from Poulsbo Bakery and Fruit Skewers. 
Saturday afternoon – White Elephant Exchange in the Wagon Wheel. 
Bring your most treasured White Elephant and let the games begin!  Prior 
to Dinner we will begin the Dingy Parade – decorate your dingy in the 4th 
of July theme of Red, White and Blue- Terrific prize for the winner.   
Saturday Evening – 4th of July Dinner on Host Boats. Red/White and 
Blue Dessert Contest – Terrific Prize for Winner-please enter!   
Saturday Late Evening – FIREWORKS !!!!  
 

Sunday, July 4th - Depart after 11am 
����

Cruise Captains – Kim & Mark Nance and Jane McKee and Roger Ufkes- would love 
some volunteers for the Host boats and other details-please volunteer! Also Glenn 
Dodge will be the Wheel Master, along with his able hand-picked crew! 
Cruise Fee - $25.00 per person 
Sign up by June 22nd with Kim Nance at knance1956@msn.com or call 206-579-1028 
 
Mail Cruise Fee and Registration form below made out to RHYC to  
 

Kim Nance at 9439 37th Ave SW, Seattle, WA  98126 
 
 

Name____________________________BoatName________________ 

Length__________Beam __________     

Number of people in Party______________    
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Date Location Activity Cruise Captains 

July 3-4 Poulsbo Liberty Bay July 3rd Fireworks & 
Wagon Wheel 

Kim & Mark Nance,     
Jane & Roger Ufkes 

July 30 - Aug 1 Roche Harbor Colors Cruise Bill & Laura Severson  

September 3-6 Port Hudson Marina,    
Port Townsend Labor Day 

Ray & Sue Biggs,     
Sandy & Skip Hanson,     

Jack & Kay Heun 

October 15-17 Dock Street  Halloween Theme 
Frank & Amy Sherwood 

 

Nov 6 Seattle Yacht Club Change of Bridge &  
Commodore’s Ball Jeff & Angie Kroeller 
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